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Maths Vocabulary for Parents 
 
Teaching has changed drastically over the years and may be very different from 
when you or I were in school, so the aim of this handout is to explain some of the 
maths vocabulary and terms that we use when teaching maths so you can 
confidently support your child at home.   
 
If there are any further words or phrases you are unsure of then please do not 
hesitate to ask your child’s class teacher, the maths subject leader (Mrs Bosworth) 
or look here:  
 http://www.mathsisfun.com/definitions/index.html 
 
The definitions have been spilt into the different areas of maths. 
 
Number and Place Value 
Place value – where the number is in the number system or the value of the digit. 
Digit means a numerical symbol (1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0) A number is made up of digits. 
A digit is not a number, they are different. 
Partition means split the number into the values of each digit e.g 125 is 100 and 20 
and 5. 
Consecutive means next door numbers without gaps e.g. 14, 15 and 16 are 
consecutive. 
Ascending means ordering a set of numbers from smallest to biggest. 
Descending means ordering a set of numbers from biggest to smallest 
Estimate means make a sensible guess. 
Mixed number has a whole number and a fraction, e’g. 6 ½ = six and a half. 
 
Number Facts and Calculations 
Calculate means work it out. 
Calculation means using an operation to work out an answer. 
Difference means subtract. 
Equation a maths statement where 2 sides are equal  
e.g. 2 + 2 = 4  or   2 + 2 = 3 + 1 
Number sentence is a calculation involving numbers or an equation e.g. 4 + 6 = 10 
or 17 – 3 = 14  
Operation means add, subtract, multiply or divide. These are the 4 main operations 
in maths. 
Sum means add and only add. 4 x 6 is not a sum, it is a calculation or a 
multipliction. 
Multiple means a number in a particular times table e.g. 50 is a multiple of 10 as it is 
in your 10 x table. 
Array is when objects or numbers are arranged in rows and columns. 
 
3 x 4 =12 
4 x 3 = 12 
 

http://www.mathsisfun.com/definitions/index.html
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Inverse means the opposite. For example + is the opposite operation to –, x is the 
opposite of ÷ 
Remainder means the number that is left over if a number does not divide exactly by 
another eg. 23 ÷ 5 = 4 r3 (4 remainder 3). 
Fraction is part of a number group or objects split into equal parts, e.g half (1/2) of 4 
is 2, 3 quarters (3/4) of 8 is 6. 

 
  
Shape 
Fraction means part of a whole, ½, ¼, ¾ etc. If a whole is split into sixths then the 
whole will now consist of 6 equally sized pieces. 
Line of symmetry means the line you would fold down so that the 2 sides would 
match exactly. 
Polygon means a 2D shape with 3 or more sides. 
Quadrilateral means a 4 sided shape. 
Vertex, more commonly known as a corner, means a point where 2 sides or 2 edges 
meet, (used for 2D and 3D shapes).  
Vertices – plural of vertex. 
 
Measurement 
Analogue clock shows the 12 hour clock face with a clock face using hands. 
Digital clock is a clock which doesn’t have hands, it shows the time in digits. 
Capacity means the amount something can hold, usually measured in ml or l. 
 
Handling data 
Block graph means a simple bar  
graph made from blocks.  
 
 
 
 
 
Pictogram means a graph where picture represent the data. For example if 
recording eye colour you could draw coloured eyes to pile up to make a graph. You 
can also extend the task by one car on the graph 
representing 2 cars in real life, so half a car on the 
graph would equal one real car.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tally means count using a bar and gate.  
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Carroll Diagrams sort data using  
a yes/no system. 
  
 
 
 

 
 
Venn Diagrams sort data using relationships  
between the set of data being sorted. 
 
  

 
 
Symbols 

+ 

Add 
Addition 
Altogether 
Plus 
Sum  
Total 

- 

Subtract 
Subtraction 
Minus 
Difference 
Take away 
How many less/left? 

x 

Multiply 
Multiplication 
Times 
Times tables 
Sets of  
Groups of 

÷ 
Divide  
Division 
Share/shared by 

= 
Equals 
Equal to 

< 
Less than 

> 
Greater than 

 


