
SUDS NEWS   May 24 2019 

YEAR 1 Me in the world event   Thank you to all the children 
who worked hard with their speaking, dancing and singing on 
Monday when so many parents joined us for a lovely occasion.  

 
Pop project  The children enjoyed a Health and Wellbeing themed assembly recently. The 
children were given ideas on how to relax, think about things, know what to do if they feel 
sad and learned songs to sing that are particularly uplifting. The hall resounded with 
wonderful songs and plenty of clapping with the children looking and feeling happy. 
 

Walk to school week   Well done, to all the families who walked to school or parked 
further away from school, well done to FINCHES who won the special Golden shoe 
trophy. Please remember to park sensibly and to be considerate to our neighbours. 
Thankyou to Mrs Ridehalgh and Miss Parsons for leading two super dances for us 

on Monday. The children felt that more parents could have joined in but well done to those of you 
who did. 
 
Sponsorship and donations for Mr Mitchell climbing Kilimanjaro We have had a few donations 
so far but we need many more to support this wonderful venture. All the money raised will go to the 
school – please give generously. 
 
SIPFA School Fair Our school May fair raised £859.19 – thank you to everyone who helped, 
contributed and came to this lovely event. SIPFA have provided all the children with some little gifts 
to mark their school trips – a special thank you to the committee for their thoughtfulness.  All Y2 
children will receive special leaving gifts from SIPFA too.  The staff enjoyed seeing many past pupils 
during the fair – it was great to catch up with current and past families. 
 
Sport in school 

I am very keen for young children to experience and become proficient in 
different sports. At this age children are so enthusiastic about trying new 
things which later in their lives could be a livelihood or indeed a hobby. 

We have had such a variety of sports over the year including fencing, 
lacrosse, basketball, netball and bouldering to name but a few. Each 
Year 2 class learns to swim over a term – parents are asked to make a 

voluntary contribution to this activity which in turn is subsidised by SIPFA – it is so important that 
young children feel confident in water – I find that parents are extremely supportive of all the activities 
we offer. If any of you have a sports skill and you would like to come and talk to the children please 
contact Mrs Ridehalgh or Miss Parsons (Healthy lifestyles leads) staff on the doors or the school 
office.  
 
School uniform 
Please ensure your child wears plain black school shoes to school, in 

line with school policy. The wearing of trainers (including black trainers) 

is not permitted. If you have any doubt about whether the school shoes 

you are about to purchase will be allowed, please show a picture to your 

child’s class teacher to check first. Children who do not come to school 

wearing black school shoes, will be asked to wear their school pumps 

while on the school premises. Head attire such as clips bows etc should 

be red or white in line with our school colours and importantly  

manageable by the children. Those children who are wearing culotte 

type dresses need to be able to get them on and off. Thank you for your co-operation with these 

things 

PTO 
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“Voluntary” contributions… 

It’s not just SIPFA that ask for support… all schools use a BIG 
EXPERIENCE to excite the children and motivate learning. Sadly, we can’t 
afford this in our budget – we do not have a budget line for educational 
experiences. We rely on parent and carer contributions.  What do we need 
help with? 
Swimming is taught as part of the curriculum in Y5 at the Junior school 
but we feel that swimming skills need to be developed earlier. To that end 

we offer the facility for Y2 children to attend 10 swimming lessons at the Aquatic Centre.  The 
costs over the year for this activity for Y2 children are upwards from £7200, SIPFA at present 
kindly subsidise every child by £10.  Trips out of school per year group can cost upwards of 
£1800 each depending on contributions and where they are going.  Clubs are not funded 
through the school budget and rely on payment to resource them. 
What if you don’t pay? It is a VOLUNTARY contribution after all! 
We have to call it voluntary because we cannot exclude children from our curriculum. If 
children don’t pay they have to go on trips even though they haven’t paid – or no one goes. 
These are the rules which govern us. We cannot and would not individually penalise a child’s 
education. So, if parents and carers choose not to help us we, in turn, have two choices… 

1. We cancel trips and the children have to work on limited experiences based in the 
classroom. 

2. We continue to give the children the life skills (like swimming) and BIG EXPERIENCES 
to motivate learning and create a deficit in a budget line. 

Creating a deficit in a budget line means money has to be taken from somewhere else in the 
budget. For Sudley Infants this means the materials we teach with; art supplies, sand, paint, 
display paper, general maintenance, replacing broken equipment (tables etc), replacing 
ageing computer equipment, not being able to have extra teaching assistants! 
We all have challenges these days and at school we have to balance great opportunities to 
enthuse learning and paying the bills – just like everyone.  We cannot set a deficit budget 
overall! Therefore we RELY on parents and carers to help us. Please have a BIG THINK about 
not helping with voluntary contributions. You do pay in the end… it’s just in the quality of the 
provision we can offer your child. All the experiences come from ‘one pot’ and we want to use 
that to educate your children. Thank you for the long read. If you have questions please 
contact the school office, staff on the door etc. 

 
Dinner staff vacancies We have two dinner staff vacancies for September. Hours 
are 7.5 per week.- 11.40am – 1.10pm. If interested please contact the school office 
and leave your details. The job entails supervising the children through the lunchtime 
and organising and joining in with daily active time at 12.45pm 

 

DATES coming up June 10-14 Phonic tests Y1 

14 Mobile farm in school all day  
17 Y2 trip – Canoeing in the Albert dock for Owls 
17-20 New classes visit school 
20 Transition visit to the Junior school for Y2 
21 Y2 Samba Bamba music and movement day     New parents talk with Ms Thomas  
24 Y2 Cyber champions hall session 
25 Sports competition day against Greasby Infants 
27 & 28 Whole school non- curriculum day – Circus      
July 4 Zoo puppet show for Reception 
5 Reception and Y1 Sports Fun day                         Travelling by Tuba concert for children 
11 Y2 canoeing Finches 
12 Y2 canoeing trip Linnets                                      Party in the playground 
18 Y2 Archery – new this year 
23 Leavers’ assembly     Y2 disco 

Have a super half term! - school begins again on Monday June 10 

Kind regards,           Ms Ruth Thomas      Headteacher 
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