
       Reception Home Learning Suggested English Activities – week beginning 20th April 2020 

 

What you are learning to do Suggested activities you can do 
-Read words by sounding out and 
blending sounds.  
 
 
 
 

 Read the story ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric Carle. If you do not have a copy of 
the book you can use this video:  https://www.youtubekids.com/watch?v=75NQK-
Sm1YY&hl=en-GB 

 Encourage your child to sound out and blend words using their hands.  

 Questions to ask your child: Who is the main character? What is the setting? Tell me 
three foods that the caterpillar ate. Which of the foods in the book would you choose to 
eat? How has the caterpillar changed? 
  

 
-To understand that stories have a 
beginning, middle and end. 
 
-To write simple sentences.   
 
 

 Discuss what happens first, next and last in the story.  

 Practise verbally saying each sentence ‘First the caterpillar...’ 
                                                                ‘Then it...’ 
                                                                 ‘At the end it...’ 

 Ask your child to have a go at writing a sentence about something that the caterpillar ate 
in the story. Remind them to use a capital letter at the beginning, full stop at the end and 
to leave a finger space between each word.  

 They could then have a go at writing out the sentences that they verbally practised, 
detailing what happened at the beginning middle and end of the story.  

 The children’s spelling at this stage should be quite phonetic so do not feel that you need 
to correct the spelling of the words in their sentences. However, if they are struggling then 
you can support them by sounding out the word together and showing them how to write 
the sound that they have identified.  

 
To spell the following words.  

:       
This week’s spellings are:       
        a, if, at, it 
 
Allow your child to practice copying out the word a few times before you test them on the spelling 
of it. Ensure that all of the letters have been formed correctly.  
 

These activities are not compulsory, please do not feel that you have to do all or even any of them. 
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