
Reception Home Learning Suggested Maths Activities – week beginning 27th April 2020 

 

What you are learning to do Suggested activities you can do 
Identify 2D (flat) shapes and begin to 
discuss their properties. 

• Let’s start by naming all the 2D shapes we know. E.g. circle, square, rectangle, triangle. 

• Now try and draw all these shapes, think about the properties of these shapes as you 
draw them. A square has four straight sides that are all the same length, it also has four 
corners. A rectangle is similar it has four straight sides, but they are not all the same 
length, two are shorter (and the same length as each other) the other 2 are longer (and 
the same length as each other) they also have four corners. A circle has one round side 
and no corners. A triangle has three straight sides and 3 corners. 

• Once you have drawn your shapes you can colour them in and cut them out. Now can you 
stick these shapes on a different piece of paper to make a picture like a robot or a shape 
monster! 

• You can repeat drawing shapes and making more pictures.  

Identify 3D (solid) shapes and begin to 
discuss their properties. 

• We are not going to draw the 3D shapes we are going to try and find some 3D shapes 
around the house! But first we need to remember what 3D shapes we know; cube, cuboid, 
sphere, cylinder, cone.  

• A dice is a cube, most cardboard boxes are cuboids, a ball is a sphere, a tin (e.g. of soup) 
is a cylinder, an ice cream cone is a cone. 

• 3D shapes have properties just like 2D shapes, but they are a little different! 3D shapes 
have faces and edges. The face is the flat part of the shapes, the edges are the sides 
where the faces meet.  

• Have a look at all of your 3D shapes and see if you can count the faces, edges (sides) 
and vertices (corners) on them all. E.g. a cylinder has one round face and 2 flat faces, 
they have 2 round edges (sides) and no vertices.  

Distinguish between 2D (flat) shapes 
and 3D (solid) shapes. 

• Let’s look at our 2D shapes that we have drawn and our 3D shapes. What is the difference 
between 2D shapes and 3D shapes? 

• 2D shapes are flat and 3D shapes are solid.  
• Can you separate the 2D shapes from the 3D shapes? 
• Have a grown up or someone else from your household hide your 2D and 3D shapes around the 

house. Your first hunt is to only find the 2D shapes, when you find them you have to shout out the 
name of the shape. Now do your 3D shape hunt and again when you find them you have to shout 
out the name of the shape. 

 



 

These activities are not compulsory, please do not feel that you have to do all or even any of them. 

 


