
 
 
Backwards Snakes & 
Ladders 
Play snakes and ladders by 
starting from the largest 
number and working 
backwards.  Encourage the 
child to count backwards when  
moving his/her counters 

 
What’s that Number? 
When a playing snakes and 
ladders read the number on 
the dice.  You could make 
your own dice with larger 
numbers or make a spinner.  
You could also use number 
words such as ‘one’ instead 
of the numeral ‘1’. 

 
     
 What do you know? 
Play snakes and ladders as 
normal; when the child lands 
on  a number get your child 
to tell you something about 
the number they have landed 
on e.g. ‘we live at number 
17’, ‘my brother is 17’, ‘17 is 
bigger than 12’, ‘17 is one 
more than 16’. 

         
 

Who is in the Lead? 
At regular intervals during the 
game, discuss who is winning, 
who is coming first, 
second...last 

 
 
Be Creative 
Make your own snakes and 
ladders board - the child could 
write down his/her numbers on 
the board and then draw 
snakes and ladders, or could 
stick sticky labels in the 
correct order to produce a 
snakes and ladders game. 

 
Number Facts 
After each move, say 2 
numbers that total the number 
you have landed on e.g. if you 
land on 23 you need to say 
two numbers that make 23 
e.g. 22 add 1 equals 23, 19 
plus 4 equals 23. 

 
 
Bonds 
Roll the dice/spinner and in-
stead of moving the number 
shown, move the number you 
need to add to that number to 
make 10 E.g. if you roll/spin 
the number 4 you would 
move  6 places as you need 
to add 6 to 4 to make 10.  

 
 
Useful Words 
Encourage your child to use a 
variety of vocabulary while 
playing.  Roll 2 dice and ask your 
child to say a number sentence, 
e.g.: ‘5 add 2 is 7’, 2 more than 
5 is 7, 5 plus 2 makes 7, the 
total of 5 and 2 is 7, ‘5 plus 2 
equals 7’ before moving on the 
board. 

 

 
 
 
Using Addition  
Use 2 spotty dice while 
playing.  Find the total by 
adding all the spots together.   
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How many can I move? (2) 
Use 2 numbered dice.  Can 
your child find the total?  Use 
objects to count if necessary -
alternatively the child may use 
his/her fingers or simply know 
some totals by heart.     
(e.g. 5+5=10) 

 
 
Quick Recall 
While playing snakes and 
ladders. see if your child 
recognises the number of 
spots on each dice without 
counting them. 

 
 
How many can I move? (1) 
Use a spotty and a numbered 
dice. While playing snakes 
and ladders, count on from 
the number using the spots 
to find the total, e.g. 
‘5’, ‘6’, ‘7’ to count on. 
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