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Question? What do we need 

water for?  

Overview  

This topic looks at the 

importance of water in everyday 

life. Within the topic we look at 

living things in the water. We 

explore why things float and sink 

and look at the impact plastic is 

having on our oceans.  

Engagement  

Have a range of water related 

books out ask the children if they 

can guess what the theme is. 

Discuss the use of water in 

everyday life tell the story I woke 

up and went to the bathroom 

and I turned on the tap.. no 

water, then I went to the toilet.. 

no water, then I went to get a 

shower.. no water etc.  

Key Vocabulary  

Water, floods, oceans 

Different sea creatures’ names- 

fish, jellyfish, octopus, lobster etc 

Float, sink, boat, plastic, lifeboat 

 

Curriculum Spotlight  
Communication and Language  

Talk about the different creatures that live in water. Listen 

to poems and stories about water. 

Physical Development  

To move with control and co-ordination. To copy a simple 

movement pattern to music. To explore movement 

imaginatively to express emotion 

PSED  

Understand that we all grow from babies to adults. They 

can express how they feel about moving to year 1. They 

can talk about their worries and the things they are looking 

forward to about being in year 1 

Literacy 

Stories- The Rainbow Fish, The Lighthouse Keeper. To 

retell and role play stories. To write sentences about a 

story including capital letters and full stops.  

Maths 

Compare lengths, weights and capacities. Partition the 

numbers 5, 6 and 10 into two groups to find pairs of 

numbers.  

Understanding the World  

Investigate floating and sinking. Discuss the importance of 

water. Discuss plastic in the ocean. Discuss the 

importance of lifeboats. Look at the RNLI. Look at where 

water comes from and different types of water around the 

world e.g. oceans, seas, rivers etc. Learn what places are 

special and why. Look at floods and why they happen.  

Introduce the caps lock button for when typing names.  

Expressive Art & Design  

Make a collage of ‘The Rainbow Fish.’ Learn songs 

‘Yellow Submarine and Octopuses Garden.’ Make a junk 

model boat. Create a water colour scene.  

 

 

  


