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SUDS NEWS Wednesday 9 Feb 

Dear parents and carers, 

At school we’ve all been delighted with the mild weather in January which enabled the children 

maximum outside playtime with their friends. Some children told me this week they are still hoping 

for snow so we’ll see what happens in the coming weeks!  

Our assembly themes over the next few weeks will be Friendship, Rules 

and the wonderful people and things that make us happy. In a recent Y2 

assembly I read – My Grandma is wonderful by Nick Butterworth and some 

of the children wrote their own versions which have been delightful to read. 

Please check the story out with your child. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmJ6U5x4shA  

Y2 work linked with the book 

My wonderful sister by Elodie. My sister is the best because she 

always listens to me when I am upset. 

My mum and dad are fantastic by Abi. My mum and dad always make 

the best meals. They let me run round the playground like mad. They play very fun games 

with me. 

My mum is the best by Stanley. My mum is the best because she is very kind. 

My amazing brother by Ruben. We play games together. 

My mum and dad are fantastic by Ffinlo. My mum and dad care and love me. 

New catering company   We are delighted to welcome 
Hutchison Catering (Colin and Andrew pictured) company - our 
new service provider for lunches after half term. Based in the 
North east they have vast experience in many areas of catering. 
Already we have been appreciative of their personal approach 
to our school. Please find attached new menus for the 
coming weeks. The menus will be discussed in class and 
children helped to make good choices when having lunch. The 
dinner team will be headed up by Ramune Grizeviciene - our 
current cook.  

Healthy Lifestyles meeting – Thursday, February 10 @ 1.30pm. 
This term’s agenda will be Parent and Staff Travel Survey, information 
on the Greenbank Primary road closure project, Hutchison Catering and 
upcoming sports events - multi-sports morning with parents, walk to 

school week. We say ‘farewell’ to Ch & Co catering who have worked with us for over 10 years. 
Please contact the school office if you would like the link to attend.  

Attendance It is really important that you let us know why your child is away from school.  

Just to make you aware that there have been public cases in the past where schools have not 

chased up the reasons as to why children are off school. It has then transpired that there have 

been serious circumstances around these absences, e.g. illness of a parent and a child unable to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmJ6U5x4shA
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seek help. We will do everything we can to prevent such situations occurring as I am sure you 

would agree that your child’s safety is paramount to us all.  

If your child is not going to be in school please call the 
Parent line on 728 9639 to report their absence. Please 
do this between 8.15 am and 8:45 and on the first day 
of the absence. If we have not heard from you by 
8:55am then we will start to call all the contact numbers 
that you have provided in order to gain an explanation 
for the absence. However, if we still haven’t been able 
to get a response then we will report it to the police as 
your child will then be classed as a ‘missing child’. This 
procedure is to ensure that we know where your child is 
and that you are all safe. Please let us know in good 
time why your child is absent from school. Our 
attendance target is 96%-100%. 

Vinny and Tommy are two miniature Shetland ponies that visited before Christmas. Amazingly 
they love to hear children read and over 40 children so far have been reading their books to them 
on Thursdays. We have been very impressed with how patient they are at listening and even more 
impressed with the way our children have been reading! 

The children have had Safer Online and mental health activities over the last few days. They have 
been learning to express how they feel by using the ROAR scale. Online safety is very important, 
you will notice that we have a safety rule on the weekly newsletters which is discussed in class by 
the staff. 

Respect, Ownership, Awareness and Responsibility – these are the four guiding principles that we 
use in school to ensure a safe environment. 

 

Any day now we will have our 
new class cones which will 
mark out where to wait for 
children and parents – we 
hope you like them. They 
look like this…. 
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ONLINE SAFETY 

Department for education information for schools and parents 

There has been coverage in the media of teachers 
and other school and college staff receiving abuse 
on social media platforms including TikTok and 
Instagram. 

Here we set out the facts about what online abuse is, 
what schools can do to tackle it, and what we are 
doing to support them. 

What is online abuse? 

The government’s draft Online Safety Bill defines online harms as user generated content or 
behaviour that is illegal or could cause significant physical or psychological harm to a person. 

Examples of online harms include: 

• child sexual exploitation and abuse 

• terrorist use of the internet 

• hate crime and hate speech 

• harassment, cyberbullying and online abuse 

And online abuse isn’t limited to social media – it can happen over text messages or messaging 
apps, over email, in online chats, online games and on streaming sites. 

There are different kinds of online abuse and people can be at risk of it from people they know or 
strangers. 

We’re aware of stories in the press about teachers and staff being the victims of abuse on 
TikTok and have worked with the platform to make it easier for videos to be removed. 

TikTok have confirmed that the best way for parents, schools and colleges to get content removed 
to is to report content through the Professionals Online Safety Helpline - UK Safer Internet Centre. 
The Professionals Online Safety Helpline has produced an article and short video on how best to 
report content. 

Education Secretary Nadhim Zahawi said: 

The online abuse of teachers that has taken place recently is simply abhorrent. It can be incredibly 
damaging for a teacher’s wellbeing and professional life and I am deeply concerned by the 
ongoing issue, which is why we have moved to make sure that TikTok do more on this trend. 

Through ongoing engagement from the Department and excellent efforts from the wider sector, I 
am pleased to see that TikTok will be increasing funding to a helpline to support users remove 
harmful content from their platform more quickly. 

We are clear that social media companies need to take action against harmful content on their 
platforms and we are introducing laws which will bring in a new era of accountability for them. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-online-safety-bill
https://saferinternet.org.uk/professionals-online-safety-helpline
https://saferinternet.org.uk/blog/tiktok-videos-targeting-teachers-support-from-professionals-online-safety-helpline
https://saferinternet.org.uk/blog/tiktok-videos-targeting-teachers-support-from-professionals-online-safety-helpline
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TikTok has committed to removing content which breaches their community guidelines and people 
are encouraged to call the helpline on 0344 381 4772 or email helpline@saferinternet.org.uk. 

It is never acceptable for teachers or anyone to be the subject of any kind of abuse. 

All schools, colleges and other educational settings should report any online abuse, including 
videos, to the police. 

Some incidents can result in a criminal offence being committed and it is important people are 
aware of the consequences of abuse and the impact it can have on an individual’s mental health. 

But what about other social media platforms? 

We have been clear that social media companies need to take immediate action against harmful 
content, towards anyone, on their platforms. 

Other social media platforms have their own guidance on how to report abuse 
including: Facebook and Instagram, Snapchat and Twitter. 

Get Safe Online also provides important information and advice on where people can get further 
help and information such as the National Bullying Helpline. 

Harmful content can also be reported to ‘Submit a Report of Harmful Content’ 
(reportharmfulcontent.com). 

What are we doing to combat online abuse towards teachers and staff? 

We know many settings and institutions are already talking to pupils and students about these 
issues and we fully support schools and colleges in taking appropriate action against pupils and 
students who are identified as posting abusive content. 

Our keeping children safe in education (KCSIE) statutory safeguarding guidance provides all 
school and college staff with information about different types of abuse and harm, including online 
abuse. KCSIE was most recently updated on 1 September and among other things now gives 
online safety the prominence it rightly deserves. 

The guidance is very clear that: 

• All staff should have safeguarding and child protection training (including online safety) at 
induction, with training being regularly updated. 

• Schools and colleges should ensure that appropriate filtering and monitoring systems are in 
place. 

• Schools and colleges have a clear policy on the use of mobile technology, which amongst 
other things reflects that many children have unrestricted access to the internet via smart 
devices. 

KCSIE also includes information and tools that schools and colleges can use to help keep children 
safe online; this includes a dedicated collection of resources to support them in signposting 
parents and carers to help them keep their children safe from different risks online. 

https://www.tiktok.com/community-guidelines?lang=en
mailto:helpline@saferinternet.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/help/1753719584844061?helpref=hc_global_nav
https://help.instagram.com/contact/383679321740945
https://www.snap.com/en-GB/safety/safety-reporting
https://help.twitter.com/en/forms/safety-and-sensitive-content/abuse
https://www.getsafeonline.org/personal/articles/online-abuse/
https://www.getsafeonline.org/Users/Tim/Desktop/www.nationalbullyinghelpline.co.uk
https://reportharmfulcontent.com/report/
https://reportharmfulcontent.com/report/


5 
 

Many parents may feel concerned about the activities and content their children are accessing and 
that’s why we published guidance on “Teaching online safety in schools”. It outlines how schools 
can ensure their pupils understand how to say safe and behave online. 

Also, through the introduction of compulsory Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE), 
pupils are taught about online relationships, the implications of sharing private or personal data 
(including images) online, harmful content, cyberbullying and where to get help and support. 

We also continue to work with social media companies, trade unions, the Children’s 
Commissioner, and interested parties to protect teachers from online abuse. 

Is there any support for parents?  

The following resources provide guidance for parents and carers to keep children safe online. 

They will, amongst other things, support parents to talk to their children about a range of online 

safety issues, set up home filtering in a child-friendly way and set up age-appropriate parental 

controls on digital devices:  

• Thinkuknow by the National Crime Agency - Child Exploitation and Online Protection command 

(NCA-CEOP) provides resources for parents and carers and children of all ages to help keep 

children safe online.  

• Childnet has developed guidance for parents and carers to begin a conversation about online 

safety, as well as guidance on keeping under-fives safe online.  

• Parent Info is a collaboration between Parent Zone and NCA-CEOP, providing support and 

guidance for parents and carers related to the digital world from leading experts and organisations. 

• National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) has guidance for parents and 

carers to help keep children safe online. 22 > Return to contents  

• UK Safer Internet Centre provides tips and advice for parents and carers to keep children safe 

online - you can also report any harmful content found online through the UK Safer Internet 

Centre. 

We close for half term at 3.15 on Friday, February 18 and return to school on Monday, 
February 28. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Thomas and the staff and governors 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-online-safety-in-schools

