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Reading at Sudley Infant School

We love reading at Sudley! We are so lucky to have lots of 
different books! The books on the corridor reading shelves, class 
shelves and book baskets around school are all banded by colour. 

This can be confusing to parents as there is no natural order –
books on the same shelf will contain more/less words than 
others, no/some pictures, in fact there are many different 
schemes within each level. 

This means that the reading journey your child is on will be 
individualised, tailored to what they need in their development 
e.g. understanding – please support the teacher as she/he takes 
your child on their reading development journey.



Development Matters



Reception - Word Reading

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet 
and at least 10 digraphs. 

• Read words consistent with their phonic 
knowledge by sound-blending. 

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that 
are consistent with their phonic knowledge, 
including some common exception words.



Reception - Comprehension

• Demonstrate understanding of what has 
been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and 
recently introduced vocabulary. 

• Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in 
stories. 

• Use and understand recently introduced 
vocabulary during discussions about stories, 
nonfiction, rhymes and poems and during 
role play.



over 100 ways to spell those sounds

26 letters

Did You Know…?
The English language has:

It is one of the most complex languages to learn to read and spell.

44 sounds



Phonics– A Quick Guide
phonics (also known as ‘synthetic phonics’) – The teaching of 
reading by developing awareness of the sounds in words and the 
corresponding letters used to represent those sounds.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in 
the English language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more 
than one way to spell a phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ 
is spelt differently in each of the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, 
‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to 
read it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, frog’

segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in 
order to spell them, e.g. ‘frog, f – r – o – g’’



Phonics
Phonics is a method for teaching reading and writing. It is divided 
into six sections, or phases, intended to begin in the preschool years 
and finish at the end of year 2. Children are taught reading and 
spelling daily throughout the week, and each session will follow a 
structured format.

Teachers will assess children’s understanding throughout each session 
and will also assess knowledge of sounds to see whether a child is 
ready to move on to the next phase.

Children will also be taught other skills, such as whole-word 
recognition (‘tricky words’), book skills and a love and enjoyment of 
reading.

Sounds should be articulated clearly and precisely. Click here to hear 
the pure sounds.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTe5_Em0BHQ


We use Phonics Bug



Phase 2



Phase 3



Phase 4



Phase 5



Phase 5



Phase 6



Reading Books
Your child will bring home a reading book, consistent with their 
phonic knowledge. This may be a book with no words at first. 

A wordless book is a book that tells a story purely through the 
illustrations. Wordless picture books are valuable tools for literacy 
development as they engage children, regardless of reading level. 
Guiding your child’s interaction with a wordless book can also 
develop a richer vocabulary and greater understanding of story 
structure.

It is important that your child brings their reading book to school 
every day, and we encourage you to read with your child every 
night at home. Please make a small positive comment in their 
reading record.



How to Read a Wordless Picture Book With Your Child:

At first it might feel a little strange to sit down to "read" a wordless book 
with your child. Here are some tips to get you started:

1. Begin by looking at the cover. What can you see? What clues to the story 
does the cover show?
2. Read the title. Does the title give you any ideas for what the story might 
be about? Make predictions about the story based on the cover and title.
3. Look through the pages of the book with the sole purpose of enjoying the 
pictures. Talk about anything that captures your attention.
4. "Read" the story. You might go first, inviting your child to add to your 
story as they see fit. Don’t be afraid to tell your story with dramatic flair. 
Add sound effects and interesting voices that suit the characters.
5. Encourage your child to take a turn telling their own version of the story.
6. Ask questions about the book — which is your favourite illustration? Do 
you have a favourite part of the story or a favourite character? 















Don’t forget Active Learn.  This resource is available to 
you all year.  Just log on using your login details and 

discover a world of books and activities for you to 
enjoy together!
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